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SUBJ: JAPANESE REACTION TO REPROCESSING TALKS 

SUMMARY. OVERSHADOWED BY SOVIET- JAPANESE FISHERIES IMPASSE AND 
DOMESTIC RAIL STRIKES, MEDIA COVERAGE OF FIRST ROUND OF RE- 
PROCESSING TALKS IN WASHINGTON HAS BEEN THUS FAR COMARATIVELY 
MODEST AND MIXED. CLOSE FUKUDA AIDE REITERATED THAT PRIMIN HIM- 
SELF SEEKS SOLUTION TO ISSUE OVER TIME, NOT SUDDEN BREAKTHROUGH. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . REACTION TO CONCLUSION OF FIRST ROUND OF REPROCESSING TALKS 
IN WASHINTON HAS TAKEN DEFINITE BACK SEAT TO BREAKOFF OF FISH- 
ERIES NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOVIETS AND NATIONWIDE TRANSPORTATION 
STRIKES. REACTION TO REPROCESSING TALKS THEMSELVES HAS BEEN 
MIXED. IN ONLY LEAD ARTICLE ON SUBJECT, ASAHI FOUND GOJ DISAPPO- 
INTED AT RESULTS. "UNDERSTANDING" APRIL 7 STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT 
AND FLEXIBILITY ATTRIBUTED TO WHITE HOUSE STAFFERS, ACCORDING 
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TO ASAHI, RASIED JAPANESE HOPES ONLY TO HAVE THEM DASHED BY UN- 
YIELDING STATE DEPARTMENT STANCE. STATE DEPARTMENT INSISTED, 

ASAHI ASSERTED, THAT TOKAI REPORCESSING PLANS BE MODIFIED BUT 
WOULD GIVE NO SPECIFICS. THUS, ASAHI CONCLUDED, DELAY OF TOKAI 
START-UP WAS CERTAIN AND US EVEN REMAINED OPPOSED TO BRITISH 
OR FRENCH REPROCESSING OF JAPANESE SPENT FUEL. 
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2. NIHON KEIZAI, ON OTHER HAND, QUOTED MORE OPTIMISTIC "GOVERN- 
MENT SOURCES” WHO CONTINED TO SEE POSSIBLITY OF COMPROMISE TO 
SUPPORT THEIR VIEW, SOURCES CITED APPARENT FLEXIBILITY OF PRE- 
SIDENTIAL COMMENTS AND POSSIBLITY OF WIDESPREAD OPPOSITION TO 
US POLICY IN INTERNATION FORUMS AS LIKELY TO LEAD TO INCREASED 
US WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE. 

3. IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, CLOSE AIDE TO PRIMIN FUKUDA REITERATED 
TO EMBOFF APRIL 20 THAT, DESPITE CRISIS FLAVOR OF SUCH MEDIA 
COMMENT ON REPROCESSING ISSUE, PRIMIN HIMSELF WAS WORKING TOWARD 
SOLUTION OVER TIME AND NEITHER SOUGHT NOR EXPECTED ANY DRAMATIC 
BREAKTHOUGH. 

4. COMMENT. OVER NEXT FEW DAYS WE WILL BE TALKING WITH THOSE 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN WASHINGTON TALKS. 

SHOESMITH 
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